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PREFACE. 



The Lords Prayer recommends itself to us for three reasons : 

1 . Because it is the only form of prayer which is Divine that 
we possess. 

2. Because it is the only form of prayer which all Christians, 
of all churches and creeds, have in common. 

3. Because it is a model of what prayer is — namely, Adora- 
tion, and Supplication. 

It is Divine, having been delivered by Christ ; and He has 
said of His teaching (John vi. 63), "The words that I speak unto 
you, they are spirit, and they are life/' For this reason, every 
syllable in His Prayer deserves to be prayed over, and thought 



PREFACE. 



over; that we may daily more and more be taught by it, and 
taught to understand it ; and taught to feel the spirit, and the 
life, that are in it. The following pages endeavour, young children, 
to suggest thoughts to your minds on this point. 

It is " catholic " — that is, universal. The spirit of Christ was 
love, and peace, and good-will. All Christians, who are so at 
heart, and not merely by profession, will imitate this spirit. If 
"we love our brethren" — it is something very lovely for us 
to think, day by day, as we say this Prayer, that every other 
Christian throughout the world is daily saying it with us : that 
these very words, for eighteen hundred years, have been every day 
on the lips of all the soldiers and servants of the cross who have 
departed this life in Christ's faith and fear ; and that until the 
"rolling years shall cease to move," it will continue, down the 
long centuries to come, a daily incense of the heart rising to the 
throne of God, until prayer shall cease, having melted away into 
eternity's song of praise. 

It is very beautiful, and very precious to us, because it teaches 
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us what prayer really is. In prayer, we address some one ; and 
we ask for something. This is Adoration and Supplication. So 
Christ " adores/' The opening of the Lord's Prayer (the first 

five clauses) is adoration. We learn from these words, that when 

» 
we approach God, He is ever to be adored. Not lightly, but 

solemnly ; not carelessly, but seriously ; not thoughtlessly, but 

thoughtfully, should we kneel down to prayer : for God is a 

God that heareth and answereth prayer. He will hear and mark 

the careless as well as the careful. If we are Christ's children, 

and of His flock, we shall always make this the condition of our 

praying. 

Then we shall "supplicate." Our wants are to be made 

known unto God. The spirit of supplication is to raise our wishes 

and wants to God, not to bring down God to us. We do not pray 

to God to change His dealing with us : but the true purpose of a 

prayerful heart, is to rise upon the wings of prayer to heaven, and 

through this instrumentality, to learn assurance, and confidence, 

(that is, faith) and dependence upon God as our Father — to give 
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us all things good, and needful ; and not only this, but to teach us 
to feel whatever He does, is best, whatever He gives us will, in 
the end, be for our good. Thus may we all pray : and all love 
the " Lord's Prayer." 

J. M. BELLEW. 



be Thy Name." 

These, the opening words of the Lord's Prayer, express a 
fervent wish that the name of God may be hallowed through- 
out the world. To hallow the name of God, is not simply to 
express the name with seriousness and reverence on all occa- 
sions ; but also to follow His instructions. For these in- 
structions are given to children, by God ; because He knows 
them to be wise, and that by following them His creatures 
will be happy. He does not hallow the name of God who 
utters the word of God with studied seriousness and bended 
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knee, one minute, and the next minute is to be seen, doing 
wicked deeds. The boy who, following the lips of his teacher, 
solemnly declares that he will honour his father and mother, that 
he will obey them, in all things and always, and that he will 
love them and be grateful to them, for all the trouble they 
have taken with him when he was a helpless child; the boy 
who promises thus to be obedient, loving and grateful, to his 
parents, when he is at church or at school, and who returns 
home only to act in direct opposition to his father's command, 
or to his mother's gentler counsel, cannot be said to hallow 
the name of his Father in heaven. Let children be persuaded 
that it is of little use for them to ask God to shield their 
slumbers, if, while they are awake, they forget His goodness, 
and do not hallow His name to the best of their power, by 
striving always to obey His commandments, and to persuade 
their companions to follow their example. 

The Saviour said, "Suffer young children to come unto Me, 
for of such is the kingdom of heaven." These words, as uttered 
by the Lord, should make all children thankful and happy. These 
are words, however, which must not be misunderstood. Children 
must not think that while they are young they are certain to 
reach heaven — that all children are not in any way answerable 
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for their doings. No : directly a child knows that a certain 
act is wrong, because it is against the commands of God, and 
that a certain act is right, because God has commanded that 
it shall be done ; from that moment the child becomes, to some 
extent, a responsible being. God judges motives rather than 
actions. He can always tell why a child does this or that. 
He knows, when a child is saying its prayers, whether it is 
thinking of Him, and truly worshipping Him to the best of 
its understanding, or whether it is only repeating the Lord's 
Prayer as a lesson to be got through as quickly as possible. 
God sees the bottom of every living creature's heart. There- 
fore, when a number of children kneel down together, by their 
bedside, and, addressing God, say : " Hallowed by Thy name/' 
He knows how many of them really and truly wish His name 
to be hallowed, or honoured and adored, and His commands to 
be obeyed by all of His people. Yet He does not cast off even 
those that only repeat His prayer, but never think of Him or 
of following in His ways. He is too merciful — too good, to be 
angry with them for ever. He pities them, and gives them 
thousands of opportunities of becoming good. He is thankful 
for one good action, and would rather remember that, than a 
thousand bad actions. His forgiveness is offered to the most 



wicked who repent and promise to hallow His name, by pro- 
nouncing it with reverence, and by showing their faith in Him 
by their good actions towards their fellow-creatures. 

Let children, then, when they begin their prayers, and say, 
" Our Father Which art in heaven," think of the good and 
loving Father to whom they are speaking. Let them bless the 
infinite love, that shields them even when they do wrong, in 
order that they may be able to be sorry, and do good presently. 
Let them think how good He has been to them, to give them 
all the blessings they enjoy on earth; to grant them a kind 
father and a kind mother to take care of them, while they are 
young and unable to take care of, and provide for, themselves. 
Let them hallow His name always, and never forget that He 
can look into their hearts and can tell at once all their thoughts ; 
and that He will judge them when they die, not so much by 
their words and deeds, as by their intentions. 

For example, if a boy has got two apples, and his sister 
cries for one, and he gives her one, everybody will call him a 
good boy, and his sister a greedy, naughty girl. God alone 
knows the reason why the boy gave the apple to his sister; 
and if God saw that he only gave it beeause he knew he would 
be praised as a generous boy, and his sister would be scolded 
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for her greediness, lie will know that the boy's motive was 
not a good one, but, on the contrary, a very bad one, since it 
was a mixture of vanity on his own part, and a wish to see 
his sister in trouble. So, children may know that God can 
tell why they do everything; and if He sees that they always 
act according to their knowledge of what is right, then lie finds 
that they hallow. His name — for His name must be hallowed and 
loved by all who understand His commands, and are anxious 
to follow them always. 

Remember these things, children, when you kneel at night ; 
and resolve to get up next morning to do that which your 
parents, and all who are placed over you, tell you to do. 



Thy Kingdom Come. 

ly the above words, a wish is expressed, by the child who utters 
them, for a general acknowledgment throughout the world, of 
God. For you must know, children, that there are many 
thousands of poor creatures in various parts of the world, who 
have never heard of God and His goodness to men. Also, 
there are many poor creatures who look upon God as a Great 
Power, that wields a rod to scourge sinners, without according 
to the good any other blessing than a freedom from the torments 
which are inflicted upon the wicked. Mercy is not understood 
by these poor people. To them, forgiveness is not a virtue ; 
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but, on the contrary, a weakness to be shunned. Pray, then, 
that the kingdom of God may be revealed to them — that they 
may be soon taught to kneel, as you kneel, before a throne 
of mercy. When children understand the overwhelming number 
of blessings they enjoy to those they deserve ; they must be 
filled with a grateful sense of the unbounded mercy of their 
God. Children whose hearts are full of gratitude to the Giver 
of all good, will earnestly utter the words: "Thy kingdom 
come." These words apply, not only to the poor savages I 
have just mentioned, but also to many people about us. 

To how many of us, has the kingdom of God come? How 
many of us — let us ask this question of ourselves, at all hours 
of the day, children — to how many of us has the kingdom 
of God come ? How many of us, in our daily occupation, 
guide ourselves always by His law ; although it is a law 
of kindness, and made only because God loves all His creatures, 
the beggar, not less than the king ? How many of us pay more 
attention to the laws which are made by men than to the laws 
ordained by the Creator ? How many of us refrain from stealing 
because we fear the human laws, which threaten the punish- 
ment of a degrading and shameful imprisonment, in revenge 
for the offence, rather than in obedience to the Divine command 
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— " Thou shalt not steal " ? Thus how many of us, in our 
daily dealings, shape our lives in obedience to the laws which 
govern the Kingdom of God ? To how many of us, in truth, 
has the Kingdom of God come ? To very few, I fear. 

A sense of the presence of God is not with us through our 
waking moments. The spirit of mankind rebels against Him, 
while churches resound with hymns in His praise. Men pray 
and sin, and sin and pray. Thy kingdom come, let us say, 
with devout hearts. Let it no longer be a service of the lips 
only, with you, children. In the smallest concerns of your 
daily life, acknowledge the kingdom of your Creator. Always 
remember that there is no such thing as a trivial sin. All 
sins are great — measured by the mercy of God to us, and the 
return of gratitude and obedience we owe Him — all sins, even 
those committed twenty times a-day, and passed by without 
a thought or care, are of mighty importance. It is of little 
good, it is not much better than hypocrisy, to acknowledge 
the might and goodness of God, and then to disobey His com- 
mands. Would you disobey the warning of a master who 
held a cane above your head? Surely not. You would obey 
him, and fear him — but probably you would not love him. 
Yet when the kindest of Masters rules everything for your 
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good, turns the adder from your path, shields your weak little 
limbs from harm, encompasses you about with the strong guar- 
dianship of your father's and mother's love, and promises you 
a future so glorious that the poor mind of man can form no 
image approaching to it, — in happiness, — and therefore, in good- 
ness — when such a Master imposes the mildest and most in- 
dulgent laws, only for your guidance to happiness ; and when 
He pardons your trespasses at every step of your way, you, 
in your play hours and school hours, in your conduct to your 
neighbours and friends, forget Him repeatedly. Yet His words 
breathe a purer kindness than any which proceed from human 
lips. His love for you is greater and more steadfast even 
than the love of your dear father and mother. He will shield 
you, He will save you, in spite of your wickedness towards 
Him. His mercy is without limit, or we might all well de- 
spair. The Kingdom of God is a kingdom, the laws of which 
are kind laws, let me tell you again, and still again, enforced 
for the good of His creatures. His object is your welfare. 

Say, then, earnestly, Thy kingdom come — for in these words 
you express a prayer for the happiness of all your fellow-creatures. 
You pray to see all the world, the black man as well as the 
white man, brought to a knowledge of the loving-kindness of 
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the true God's laws : you ask for the welfare of all of us. Tie 
tempers the wind to the shorn lamb ; He watches over the 
meanest thing that breathes ; His care is infinite. Learn to 
see Him in everything He has made. Behold His kingdom 
in the buds that burst at His high command to the sun; — in 
the streams that flow with a merry noise along their pebble 
beds ; — in the corn that shoots in due season from the sod ; — 
in the timely showers that nourish the roots of plants ; — in the 
fruits that the autumn sun sweetens for the lips of good children. 
Behold His handiwork in the winds that blow the sailor to a 
distant shore ; in the power of steam, when it carries you at 
the rate of forty miles an hour ; and in the terrible grandeur 
of the thunder-cloud! Learn diligently how His wisdom has 
arranged all things for the benefit of mankind ; and repeat 
daily with heart and soul the syllables taught by the Lord — 
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Thy will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven. 

This is the highest aspiration of human prayer : — it includes 
all prayer. To ask that the mil of God be done on earth, 
as it is in heaven, is to supplicate for the death of sin. To 
this point all our endeavours should constantly tend. Yet 
when we look abroad, and behold the sins which still degrade 
the human race ; when we see men drilled to destroy instead of to 
raise up one another; when we know that thousands of our fellow- 
creatures are sold to cruel masters, like goods or cattle : and 
when we see the lame, the dumb and blind, and the famished 
poor, turned from the rich man's gates, we may almost despair. 
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Yet it would be wrong to despair, since God, in His mercy, 
has taught the vilest of us to hope. He bids us even hope 
that a state of virtuous action may succeed to the sinful con- 
dition of envy, malice, and all uncharitableness in which men 
now live. He tells us to hope that His Will may be done 
on earth as it is in heaven ; but the most important condition 
on which we are allowed this glorious hope, is that all of us 
will do our utmost to accomplish, within the circle of our 
daily influence, the blissful state of virtue which is a step 
towards the Divine throne. This endeavour, children, is, I know 
too well, surrounded with snares and difficulties. It will demand 
no ordinary courage of the heart, in the first instance, to meet 
the sneers which the ungodly and unthinking are always ready 
to bestow upon those persons whose outward conduct shows, 
at every moment, a sense of the presence of God. Only an 
inward strength, the happy result of a firm faith in God's 
love for, and goodness towards His creatures, will support you 
in the arduous beginning. You must be prepared to act your 
righteous part amid foes, and in the face of contumely. A 
steadfast consciousness that you are in the right path, and that 
your enemies and oppressors are in the wrong path, should 
not only nerve you to persevere in your good course, but should 
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also quicken you with a lively sympathy towards the mockers 
who are your enemies. You must not only banish all ill- 
feeling towards your enemies, but you must do your utmost 
to lead them to the merciful footstool of a common God. 

In your prayers let the name of your enemy be devoutly 
pronounced. Never bend your knee till you can say that 
between yourself and your fellow-creatures, no enmity exists. 
When you are oppressed by the wrong-doing of others, give 
little heed to your own sufferings, and endeavour to regard 
with pity the bad people who oppress you. Your pity for 
them will indeed be extreme, when you reflect that in all proba- 
bility they are even less obedient to the behests of their Maker, 
than you. Therefore, when they are most unkind, be you 
doubly kind to them. Shake the hand that has smitten you: 
pray for the sinner who has cursed you. When you pray 
that the Will of God be done on earth as it is in heaven, you 
aspire to be a Christian in all things. You ask that all men 
may love their enemies as themselves ; that the hand of human 
charity may never close ; that men may be warmed with the 
gentle affection of an universal brotherhood. While this prayer 
passes your lips, let the resolve beat in your heart, to do at 
least your own individual share towards the great end you 
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pray for. Strive to be pure in deeds as well as fervent in 
prayer. Having bowed the head in prayer before your God, 
raise yourself, and stand erect again before your fellow-creatures, 
firmly resolved to exert yourself for the good of your race. 
Extinguish the anger that may rise in your heart ; and be care- 
ful never to act while rage has possession of you. Let every 
movement be the deliberate result of calm reason. Have a 
clear and pure motive for every action. When you are in 
doubt as to the righteousness of a certain resolve, pause, and 
examine yourself. Look closely into your motive — if you find 
it is a purely selfish one, and tending to the harm of your 
neighbour, abandon the project upon which you were bent. 

Let your charity be ample and pure. Listen with a greedy 
ear to tales of those misfortunes you can alleviate. Hasten 
to the starving mother and the smitten sinner. Never abandon 
your friend, under any pretext. If he commit the most grievous 
crime, cling to him still : he is yet a fellow-sinner, and deserves 
your warmest pity, and your constant care. Labour to raise 
him from his degraded condition. Instil hope into his despairing 
heart. Reveal to him the greatness of Divine mercy. Place 
yourself side by side with him. Speak to him, not as a superior 
— but on the equal terms of a fellowship in sin. When the 
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wrath of this world encompasses him — when all is dark about 
him here — turn his eyes to heaven. Hold his hand, and pray 
for him. To the lame and blind, be a crutch and a guide. 
Shield the weak from oppression; point out the right path to 
those who err, and are lost. To do these things, is to do 
your best that the Will of God be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. 

Of individuals the world is made up ; by individuals, there- 
fore, must the practice of virtue be extended and enforced. 
No human being is so obscure that his example is without 
influence. Let this weighty consideration at all times urge 
you to the practice of those actions of which God approves; 
since those people who are connected with you, are influenced 
by your example in the pursuit of good, or in their attach- 
ment to vice. Before you act in anything, pause to think 
whether or not you will be helping to spread the practice of 
God's commands amongst your fellow-creatures. 
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Give us this day our daily bread, for, severely judged, we deserve 
it not. Yet let us, with thankful hearts, labour to deserve it 
better in the future than we have deserved it in the past. As 
we receive it daily, let us think how we may the better merit 
it on the morrow. Idle asking is not heard; the prayer of 
the conscientious alone is wafted to heaven. Service with the 
lips, when the heart has no share in the service, is not a ser- 
vice to God, but a service to the world — a slavery to custom 
— a hypocritical cloak made to deceive fellow-men. There- 
fore, children, when your thoughts are not calm and serious, 
when some great worldly interest engrosses your whole atten- 
tion, do not kneel to pray. Until you feel that your thoughts 
are with God, approach not His footstool. Pronounce not 
His name when your attention is carried away to worldly 
matters. 

Yet, while you guard against mere lip-service, do not fail to 
exert yourself to master the worldly matters which engross 
you, and convince yourself at all times that God is above all 
— the Maker of all — the Supreme Ruler. Learn to see Him 
in everything — in all the changes of the seasons ; in the fatali- 
ties and calamities of life ; in times of illness ; in the sunny 
hours of serene enjoyment. Feel how little you deserve it, 
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but that you are strong in an endeavour to deserve it, when you 
repeat after the Son of God, "Give us this day our daily 
bread." 

The prayer imposes daily duties upon you. It teaches you 
that you are a being so responsible for all you enjoy and suffer; 
because your suffering and your enjoyment are proportioned 
to your faith in God, and to your obedience. I am not now 
measuring suffering and enjoyment, as the worldly measure 
these conditions. A worldly estimate of sorrow and joy has 
led people to declare that in this life the sinful prosper and 
the good are cast aside to misery: that daily bread is more 
abundantly supplied to the vicious than to the virtuous. In 
what does joy consist P Is it in fine coaches and gilded halls P 
Is it in pomp and purple? The proud — the worldly, find 
great delight in these vain things ; but do the good grieve 
that a more modest portion is theirs P Does the honest yeoman 
covet the noble's wealth? and is he unhappy that he is not 
a noble? Does every peasant look out, with longing eyes, 
upon the lordly castle that stands near his thatched cottage? 
May he not feel that he is fall as fortunate as his lordly neigh- 
bour ? Does he think that the owner of the castle is raised 
above him in the world because he is a better man? Such 
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thoughts should not be those of men of humble origin and 
station. 

When the rich man prays for daily bread — for a sufficiency, 
his hopes are not bounded within that narrow circle of necessities 
which makes the poor man happy, with his frugal fare, his 
low-roofed cottage, and his heavy load of work. The rich 
man, with only these modest portions of the world's endow- 
ments, would think himself a very miserable being indeed. 
The rich man prays for luxuries — by daily bread, he means 
a daily plenty of all kinds of delicacies. In your estimate, 
therefore, be careful. Kneel always humbly, and with the 
determination to be thankful, however small, however homely, 
however frugal, the lot may be in which you are cast. Mea- 
sured by your deserts, it will always be a generous portion. 
Believe this, children, in all humility. Remember how far 
short you continually fall of that excellence you might reach 
if you were unswerving in your duty. Continually call to 
mind the indulgence in which your errors are forgiven, the 
incessant care with which you are cherished, in spite of all 
you can do to vex those who have the care of you. The 
shield of God encompasses every step you take — else, the 
tenderness of your infancy would be exposed to all kinds of 
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dangers. While you are too young to earn your own bread, 
your bread is bountifully provided for you ; that you may 
have time to perfect yourself in learning, and fortify your body 
for the toil which inevitably awaits you. Your duty, there- 
fore, is to earn the bread which your parents provide for you, 
by a diligent study and a ready obedience to the commands 
of those placed over you. When you ask God, in His mercy, 
to give you this day your daily bread, pause to consider how 
far you have strived, by diligent study and ready obedience, 
to deserve it. I fear that you will always, if humble at 
heart, as a child should be, find that you must throw your- 
self upon His mercy, and declare that your deservings fall 
far — very far — short of the blessings you seek. You eat to 
live : you live to fortify yourself in goodness, in truth, and 
in love. Therefore, when you eat without having made some 
progress in the right direction, you have not earned the right 
to live. You have lost precious moments — moments which 
you cannot recall. You have thrown away time which you 
are especially commanded to husband : — for, short is the time 
given to each of us — so short, indeed, that we cannot afford 
to lose one second of it. When we think of the evil pas- 
sions we have to overcome, and the weaknesses we have to 
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guard against, we may well nigh despair of being able to 
redeem ourselves within the short term of our human exist- 
ence. Think daily of all these things, when, kneeling, you 
repeat after the Son of God — 



"Give us this day our daily bread. 



>> 



" And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that 
trespass against us." 

Here are the awful terms on which we have been directed 
to sue for a lenient judgment on our sins ! As we exercise 
mercy towards our fellow-creatures, so are we to expect mercy 
from God. These terms are awful, because people find it 
so difficult to forgive even the slightest injury inflicted by 
a neighbour ; and children, forgetting how often they tres- 
pass themselves, are too prone to bear ill-feeling towards any 
companions who may have trespassed against them. The ver- 
dicts of the world furnish its most terrible historical pages 
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— showing how, in all ages, men have scourged and beaten 
their fellows for the slightest human trespasses. And will 
God judge us as we judge one another? "Will He show no 
more forbearance than an injured mortal shows P 

Yet we pray for this measure of Divine judgment, and 
no more. As we judge and punish, so do we ask, and the 
Son of God teaches us to ask, to be judged and punished. 
As we treat those who do us wrong, so do we ask to be 
treated. How few of us can ask this sincerely, and not trem- 
ble at the issue ! Where is the human being who has never 
felt anger towards a neighbour? This is an overwhelming 
consideration for every one of us. For those especially who 
have nourished a wrong for years ; who have been at war 
with their brethren, and cannot so far soften their hearts as 
to forgive them, this is a terrible passage of the prayer our 
Saviour has taught us to address to the throne of God. Think 
often of this, children. It is less terrible in proportion to the 
kindness with which you treat all who are associated with 
you. And then think how much happier all people are, who go 
through the world with quiet footsteps — always meek, always 
patient, always ready to do a service, and when injured always 
ready to extend a forgiving hand. Happier a hundredfold, even in 
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this life, are those who thus kindly live; and in the future, 
how glorious is the promise before them ! Here, they are 
saved all that turmoil of the heart which the angry and re- 
vengeful experience; to them, the savage feeling of revenge 
is unknown : their path is always bright ; and many a grate- 
ful face beams upon them, as they travel cheerfully and firmly 
on their pleasant way. 

For pleasant and full of sunshine is this world for all 
who accept their lot with a cheerful spirit — especially glad 
is it to those people who have a pure conscience, and can 
look abroad, and survey their fellowrcreatures without an 
angry feeling, or without saying to themselves, even of their 
enemy, — I hate that man. While any human being feels 
this in his heart — feels that between himself and another 
there exists a revengeful spirit — he must tremble as he says 
in his prayer, " Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them 
that trespass against us!" As these awful words fall from 
your lips, children, at night, think of all your companions, 
and say to yourself, Am I at war with any of them? If 
you find that your feeling towards one is unfriendly, then 
at once examine your heart : — think how justly God may be 
at war with you — remember that He, in His infinite mercy, 
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promises to forgive you, although you offend against His laws 
daily: and then, comparing the infinite forgiveness in which 
you trust, and which makes your only chance of enjoying 
happiness hereafter, remember, with shame, your feeling of 
anger towards your companion. 

It is not for you, an erring child, to be angry with a 
fellow-creature. So often do you need the exercise of the 
Divine mercy — so entirely are your hopes of a future life 
founded upon the forgiveness of God — that it is terrible pre- 
sumption in you to dare to be angry, for any length of time, 
with a companion. To nourish anger in the heart, is to sow 
a canker there, that will in the end destroy all those virtuous 
resolves, all those tender sentiments, all those beautiful house- 
hold affections, which adorn the lives of the best men. Let 
no frowns furrow your young brows. Have always an open 
hand extended towards your foes. Nay, are we not told, 
not only to forgive — but to love our enemies ? In en- 
deavouring to love those people who have done you wrong, 
I know that you will probably encounter many severe trials. 
You will be called cowardly ; you will be received by thought- 
less associates with sneers; but remember that these trials, 
vanquished by moral courage, are greater triumphs than those 



won by boys who fight every day of their lives. Never be 
led away by the praises given to successful fighters ; for you 
may rely upon this — that physical courage, in other words, 
the courage to wound and to receive wounds, is a qualifica- 
tion easily acquired, and generally acquired only to be abused. 
But how seldom is forbearance practised! And yet how all 
people join in admiring the conqueror who nobly raises his 
foe from the earth; the father who takes his sinful child to 
his heart; the child that is the first to kiss and be friends 
with its companion! Therefore, children, remembering always 
how much you rely upon future forgiveness for your many 
errors, be gentle to your companions ; and when they quarrel 
with, or injure you, be proud to show yourself the first to 
forgive. Never sleep with angry feelings in your heart ; for 
how can you dare to harbour resentment when you pray, in 
the words of the Lord's Prayer, and say to your God : — 

"And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them that 
trespass against us." 



And lead us not into temptation ; but deliver us 
from evil. 

Here, children, you acknowledge the weakness of your human 
nature : — be sure you acknowledge it with sincere hearts. Re- 
flect upon the long series of shortcomings which have inevitably 
marked the chief passages of your life. How unsteady has 
been the way of the best of us?. Now and then we rise 
from our prayers with the determination to do right, iu spite 
of every temptation ; in the face of all dangers ; and at any 
worldly sacrifice. But do any of us long adhere to this noble 
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resolution ? Have any of us remained utter strangers to temp- 
tations ? Our morning promises are seldom, indeed, carried 
out by sunset. Little temptations beckon us from the right 
way. Brilliant and attractive pleasures too often hide the 
dismal termination of the wrong path. Thus, it is well that 
we should pray to God not to try us too severely with the 
false glitter,' and the deceitful mists that draw us to the edge 
of the precipice ; but while we ask this mercy, let none of us 
forget for a moment, that in proportion as we withstand temp- 
tation, do we elevate and strengthen the goodness of our heart. 
The heart that goes not astray, because no temptations are 
present to allure it to sin, is hardly so strong in virtue as 
the heart that, sorely tempted, has strayed, and then, abandon- 
ing the pursuit of sin, has sincerely repented. It should be 
the ambition of all children to weigh their actions, to calm 
their passions, and to cast out from their heart every ill-feeling 
that endeavours to take possession of it. Their actions should 
be the result of cool reflections, and it is well with all who 
have the forbearance to pause before performing even the most 
trifling action : to ask themselves whether or not they are follow- 
ing the dictates of a pure heart. Their passions should always 
be guarded strictly by their reason — as a good house-dog 
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watches and warns off evil men from his master's mansion. 
Watch-dog Conscience should be well cared for, and encouraged 
to bark whenever the smallest of the hideous family of sin, 
makes his appearance. 

Even while asking their Father in heaven to tempt them 
lightly, let children endeavour to fortify themselves against 
those temptations which He may choose to present before 
them. A habit of reasoning calmly before acting, will be of 
great advantage to them : for it will inevitably lead them to 
do right. It is easy to do wrong; since wrong very often 
realises an instant pleasure ; but he who, before he acts, 
reasons, will not choose the momentary gratification of evil- 
doing, at the overwhelming expense of the enduring pleasure 
which follows righteous self-denial. To do wrong — to write 
plainly, children-— is to gamble. The man who follows his 
earthly pleasures at the expense of his heavenly hopes, is a 
gambler, who, winning small prizes occasionally, loses, in the 
end, everything. 

The boy who steals an apple, that he may have the grati- 
fication of eating it, enjoys his wickedness for a few minutes ; 
but he lives in fear of detection for days afterwards, and is 
unhappy. He is angry with himself — that for this paltry 



gratification he has so humiliated himself. On the contrary, 
the boy who was asked to accompany his companions to steal 
apples, and who refused, knowing that it was wrong, feels within 
himself a glow of happiness, whenever he remembers that he 
preferred his purity of conscience to the stolen apples. He pats 
his faithful watch-dog Conscience on the head ; and is thank- 
ful to him that he barked at the right moment. It is so 
through life. The man who does wrong, perhaps gains little 
temporary advantages; but in the end he is a sorry fellow, 
in rags, and in despair. He has lost his self-respect; he has 
forfeited the love- of his fellow-creatures; he has perilled 
the happiness of his future state — and all to be a forlorn 
creature in tatters. 

Or when, as it sometimes happens, the wrong-doer prospers, 
he is always an unhappy man. He is jealous of his neighbours' 
possessions; he is never content with the extent of his own 
prosperity ; and day and night his conscience whispers dread- 
ful forebodings in his ear. Thus we have all strong temptations 
to do right, even regarding the pursuance of the right path 
on purely selfish grounds. But when in addition to this selfish 
incitement, you remember — as you should always strive to re- 
member — how bountiful are the mercies of your Father in 
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heaven ; how He has surrounded you with pure pleasures ; how 
He has clothed the fields with beauty; how He watches you 
in the weakness of your babyhood ; and how He has told you 
that, erring and weak as you must inevitably remain, He 
will take pity on you if you strive to do right; the temp- 
tation to do good must overpower the evil tendencies of your 
appetites. 

Thinking of these things, you may say in all humility of 
spirit — " Lead us not into temptation ; but deliver us from 
evil," and strive to pause always when you think a temptation 
is leading you astray ; and to repent and alter when you feel 
that you are doing evil. Let watch-dog Conscience sit at 
the gates of your mind, and never leave them. 



For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. 

With sincere and heartfelt emotion, children should utter these 
words to the glory of the Great Being, whose merciful spirit 
watches over every hour of their lives. Their emotion should 
spring from a heart deeply thankful for the many happy hours 
they have enjoyed. The blessings that have been shed upon 
them are numberless : — their debt of gratitude due to their 
Maker, is infinite. His love guarded their cradle ; and will 
brighten their way to the grave ! Watchful over them when 
they sleep at night : when they tempt the dangers of the 




deep : in sickness and sorrow — from the nurse's arms to the 
narrow bed, a shield, mightier than any warrior's steel, is 
over them — the shield of God's inexhaustible love ! 

They may see evidences of His goodness towards them, 
of His claims upon their thankfulness, in everything about 
them. The golden corn that waves in the fields, under the 
warm influences of the autumnal air, is watched, that they 
may eat bread when the snow is upon the ground. God's 
love sweetens the breath of the violets : His love blesses the 
ploughman's toil, and makes the earth fruitful. The cool 
green lanes are pleasantly shaded when the sun's heat is fierce ; 
— no foliage intercepts the solar rays when all is cold and 
the streams are ice-bound. The seasons roll round, each 
bringing with it its pleasures and its good to mankind. 
Everything appears adapted to his wants: he has only to 
labour honestly, and certain harvests will rise up to gratify 
his cravings. 

The wondrous varieties of Nature expressed in infinite 
beauties are all so many direct manifestations of the Creator's 
glorious and infinite power — of infinite power mercifully 
wielded to do continual good to wayward mankind. In the 
tiny herbs that spring under the shepherd's footstep, are pro- 



40 THE LORD'S PRAYER. 



perties of infinite service to us all in sickness ; the lightning 
that frightened our forefathers, comes to us with messages 
of peace and love ; and Science, whose followers in the olden 
time were persecuted and thrown into dungeons, now glorifies 
and makes manifest the world of goodness that lies hidden in 
the minutest works of God. Thus every day may the good 
Christian more devoutly address the Creator, saying, " For 
Thine is the kingdom !" 

It is undoubtedly His kingdom — since infinite goodness 
may be found in every corner of it. That the glory may also 
be God's, is a prayer which every good child will heartily 
express. For those who do not give to the Creator all the 
glory of His infinite goodness, must be poor lost souls, wan- 
dering unhappily about the world ; neglecting that which is 
right, in the transient pleasure found by the bad in that 
which is wrong. Poor, poor creatures, who cannot say from 
the bottom of thankful hearts, 

" For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory," 

are to be pitied, and, if possible, to be taught to believe. Let 
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every good child, who knows a companion that is neglectful 
of his prayers, hasten to recall him to his duty. For the 
child who forgets to acknowledge God frequently, as the 
bountiful Source of all his pleasures, is in danger of snatch- 
ing at pleasures which only the wicked covet. He is in dan- 
ger of becoming selfish and deceitful, and full of vain pride. 
No child should go to sleep without having thanked God for 
the pleasures of the day just closed ; without having acknow- 
ledged Him as the source of all th$ delight he has experi- 
enced : and without having prayed for the pardon of the 
errors he has committed. This done, the good child may 
lay his head upon the pillow, and, thinking kindly of all 
the world — even of those who have offended him in the day 
time — fall softly off to sleep. 

His God will guard his peaceful head while he rests for 
the morrow's work. No harm may come near him ; his 
mother will, steal to his bedside to bless his slumber ; and 
his father will plan wisely for his future welfare. And so 
thought of and guarded, the good child will sleep through 
the night ; wake early with the birds : and spring freshly 
from his bed to greet his friends and do the work of the day. 
And throughout the day, he will think, when he is about to 
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engage in any action, whether it is wrong or right ; whether, 
when he kneels by his bedside at night, he will feel that he 
has done evil or good. And this good boy will be known 
to his companions as the happiest of boys. 
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AMEN. 



So be it. With a heart full of gratitude, and strong in its 
resolve to be kind, and gentle to all created things, and with 
reverent love for the great unselfish Giver of all good things, 
say, earnestly, again and again, after your prayer — 



so BE IT I 
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